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\ | sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain defects in the international application 
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International application No. 


INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 


1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 


□ 


This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language . 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 




| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 






| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 






I | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 




2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 


□ 


The international application as originally filed/furnished 




the description: 






pages 


, as originally filed/furnished 




pages* received by this Authority on 






pages* received by this Authority on 




□ 


the claims: 






pages 


, as originally filed/furnished 




pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
pages* received by this Authority on 




pages* received by this Authority on 




□ 


the drawings: 






pages 


, as originally filed/furnished 




pages* received by this Authority on 






pages* received by this Authority on 




□ 


a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 


3-D 


The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| | the description, pages 






j ] the claims, Nos. 






| | the drawings, sheets/figs 






[~~] the sequence listing (specify): 






any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 




4-D 


This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 




|_| the description, pages 






[~1 the claims, Nos. 






[~] the drawings, sheets/figs 






] the sequence listing (specify): 






! ] any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 




* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-43 YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-43 NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-43 YES 




Claims 




NO j 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2002-163509 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 7 
June 2002, entire text; all drawings 

Document 2: JP 2001-306961 A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 2 
November 2001, abstract; paragraph [0182] 

Document 3: Internet Business Hakusho 2000, Japan, 

Softbank Publishing Kabushiki Kaisha, 3 0 
November 1999, 1 st edition, pages 150 to 152 

Document 4: "Net de Hirogaru 1 BTO T 11 , Nikkei Business, 

Japan, Nikkei Business Publications, Inc., 25 
February 2001, Vol. 69, pages 90 to 93 

Document 5: JP 2002-140581 A (Kabushiki Kaisha Zaza 

International), 17 May 2002, entire text; all 
drawings 



Claims 1 and 41 to 43 

Document 1 sets forth an e- commerce system which 
sells motor-assisted bicycles. 

In addition, a rental system which uses a network is 
set forth in document 2, and a person skilled in the art 
could constitute a rental system as an alternative to the 
sales system set forth in document 1 as necessary. 

In addition, documents 3 to 5 set forth e-commerce 
sites which carry out made- to-order sales, and a person 
skilled in the art could carry out made -to-order sales in 
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the same way for the motor-assisted bicycles set forth in 
document 1 . 

The features set forth in the claims which refer 
back to claim 1 are described below. 

Carrying out display to enable selection the 
features described here as being applicable to a made -to- 
order system could be accomplished as necessary by a 
person skilled in the art, and a combination of an e- 
commerce system and the detailed mechanisms of motor- 
assisted bicycles does not constitute an inventive step. 

Document 6: WO 97/14608 Al (Seiko Epson Corporation), 24 

September 1997, pages 35 to 38 
Document 7: JP 9-58562 A (Bridgestone Cycle Co., Ltd.), 4 

March 1997, paragraphs [0013] and [0014] 

Claims 2 and 3 

Refer to the explanation of helical torsion coil 
springs set forth in fig. 18 and the aforementioned pages 
of document 6, and the explanation of the potentiometer 
given in the aforementioned parts of document 7. 

Document 7: JP 2001-306626 A (Asahi Engineering Kabushiki 



Claims 4 to 13 

A person skilled in the art could constitute the 
invention set forth in claims 4 to 13 as necessary in the 
light of documents 1 to 5 . 

In addition, document 7 sets forth a feature wherein 
the mounting position is specified using a mouse. 

Document 8: JP 11-91675 A (Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.), 6 



Kaisha) , 2 November 2 001, paragraph [00 03] 



April 1999, paragraph [0027] 
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Document 9: JP 10-203467 A (Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co., Ltd.), 4 August 1998, abstract; fig. 1 

Document 10: JP 8-268371 A (Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co., Ltd.), 15 October 1996, paragraph [0017] 

Claims 14 to 18 

Document 8 sets forth a motor-assisted bicycle, 
provided with a plurality of electric motors having 
different characteristics, and making it possible to 
select between motors with different characteristics 
would be a feature that a person skilled in the art could 
accomplish as necessary. 

In addition, document 9 sets forth a motor-assisted 
bicycle which controls the load to enable exercise 
programs to be carried out . 

"In addition, document 10 sets forth a feature 
wherein speed is controlled by a regenerative operation. 

Document 11: JP 6-107267 A (Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.), 19 



Claims 19 to 21 

Document 11 sets forth control based on indications 
by the human body. 

Document 12: JP 2002-16983 A (Matsushita Electric Works, 



Document 13: JP 2002-63097 A (Yugetsuga) , 28 February 
2 0 02, entire text; all drawings 

Claims 22 to 25 

The delivery of programs and the like for 
customizing is described in documents 12 and 13 . 
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April 1994, abstract 



Ltd.), 18 January 2002, entire text; all 
drawings 
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Document 14: JP 2000-164185 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 16 



Claim 26 

Document 14 sets forth a motor-assisted bicycle, 
wherein management is carried out using ID. 

Document 15: JP 2001-130476 A (Mitsubishi Heavy- 



Claims 27 to 29 

Refer to document 15, fig. 10 and the explanation of 
said drawing. 

Document 16: JP 10-318860 A (Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, 



Claims 30 to 32 

Refer to document 16, fig. 1 and the aforementioned 
sections . 

Document 17: JP 2002-145148 A (Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.), 



Claims 33 and 34 

Refer to document 9 (fig. 1) and the explanation of 
the- lock mechanism set forth in document 17. 

Document 18: JP 8-244493 A (Suzuki Motor Corporation), 24 
September 1996, paragraph [0017] 

Claims 3 5 and 3 6 

Refer to the aforementioned sections of document 18 . 

Document 19: JP 2001-260771 A (Alps Electric Co., Ltd.), 



June 2 000, paragraph [0033] 



Industries, Ltd.), 15 May 2001, fig. 10 



Ltd.), 4 December 1998, paragraph [0025] 



22 May 2002, paragraph [0016] 
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2 6 September 2 001, abstract 

Claim 37 

Refer to the aforementioned sections of document 19 

Document 20: JP 5-282404 A (Toppan Printing Co., Ltd.), 
29 October 1993, abstract 



Claims 3 8 to 4 0 

Cover design could be accomplished as necessary by a 
person skilled in the art in the light of document 20. 
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